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Society of Mayflower Descendants in the District of Columbia 

Spring 2025 

Calendar 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

Sunday, 18 May 2025              

Sunday, 21 September 2025       

Saturday, 15 Nov 2025              

Compact Day Dinner 

BOARD OF ASSISTANTS                                                                                  

Sunday, 27 April 2025 

Saturday, 26 July 2025              

Saturday, 25 October 2025 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Sunday, 6 April 2025         

Maryland Mayflower Society 

Spring Luncheon 

Wednesday, 9 April 2025       

Heritage Fortnight Breakfast 

Army Navy Club Ballroom 

Washington, DC 

SCHEDULED BY GSMD 

2025  GSMD Board of  

Assistance Meeting 

September 4-7, 2025 

San Antonio, TX 

 

The 405th  Anniversary                                                            

of the Mayflower Voyage & Compact 

                                                          
The 405th anniversary of the 
Mayflower Voyage and    
Compact offers a unique    
opportunity to reflect on the 
pilgrims foundational         
document, the Mayflower Compact and the lasting 
impact on American history and its connection to the 
upcoming America250 celebrations. Signed on      
November 11, 1620, by 41 male passengers aboard the 
Mayflower, the Compact established a framework for 
self-governance and communal responsibility in the    
New World. It is widely regarded as a precursor to 
American democratic principles and a stepping stone 
to the founding documents that shaped the United 
States.                                                                         
 Historically, milestone anniversaries of the                 
Mayflower Landing and Compact have been marked 
with significant celebrations. The 100th anniversary in 
1720 was a more localized event, with early American 
colonists paying homage to their Pilgrim forebearers.    
By the 200th anniversary in 1820, celebrations had 
grown more prominent, featuring speeches, reenact-
ments, and an emphasis on the Compact’s role in 
American history. The 300th anniversary in 1920     
was a national affair, with ceremonies in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, and widespread recognition of the 
Compact's influence on American democracy and   
civic life.  Commemorative coins and stamps have 
also played a role in marking these anniversaries.     
For the 300th anniversary in 1920, a commemorative 
half-dollar coin was issued by the U.S. Mint, featuring 
a depiction of the Mayflower and honoring the          
Pilgrims' legacy.                                                         
            (con’t pg. 4) 
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FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 

 

  

 

 

As I step into the role of governor, I want to thank Bruce    
Babcock for his vision and leadership in guiding our                  
organization. His dedication has helped achieve so many  
important goals and I am honored to continue  supporting 

those goals as governor.   I look forward to building on the strong    
foundation created by Bruce and other past governors to continue      
carrying their visions forward. I am truly honored to be entrusted with 
this role and look forward to working alongside all of you during these 
next two years.    

I am happy to announce the establishment of the Mid Atlantic         
Governors’ Alliance which includes the 
governor from Maryland, Delaware,     
Pennsylvania and New Jersey so far.        
We have held several meetings since     
September with topics of discussion being 
Best Practices, Life Membership, how to        
increase membership and much more. This 
is a wonderful  opportunity for our societies 
to benefit from the knowledge of others in 
the same roles, and for our memberships to 
join us in regional events. The Maryland                  
Society Governor Dan Earnshaw joined us 
at our February meeting.  

We’re always eager to hear new ideas and value everyone’s input. If 

you have suggestions for areas of focus or changes you’d like to see, 

please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at governor@dcmayflower.org 

or connect with any member of the Board of Assistants. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Suzy T. Mulligan                                                                                                   

Governor 

 

 

 

 

L to R:Past Governor Bruce Babcock,                            

Deputy Governor Shelley Rodgers,                                

DC Governor Suzy Mulligan,                                                

Maryland Governor Dan Earnshaw 
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It is my pleasure to serve as your Deputy Governor for 
the next two years.  Suzy and I share a common vision 
for growth and success of the DC Mayflower Society.  

We also share the same Mayflower Passenger William White!  We will 
work diligently to bring our goals to fruition, building relationships and 
working closely with our neighboring Mayflower societies.  

The next membership meeting will be held on Sunday, May 18th  at the 
Army Navy Club in Washington, DC.  Seating for 80 guests will be 
available.   

Thank you all who joined us at our February 23, 
2025 Winter Membership Luncheon.  Our meeting 
was in person at Maggiano’s Little Italy in 
McLean.  We had fifty-five members attend.      
Our Guest Speaker was Alexandra L. Montgomery 
PhD the Director of the Center for Digital History 
at The George Washington Presidential Library at 
Mount Vernon. 

Ms. Montgomery gave a wonderful presentation on 
the 17th century genealogy of George Washington 
with a look at his relationship with New England – 
a fitting topic as Washington’s birthday is on       
February 22nd.  Ms. Montgomery has a made her presentation available to 
members which can be found at this link:  https://docs.google.com/
presentation/d/194ydNyXSNLXQiBEHkyKbfXwUWGm7SV3V/edit?
usp=sharing&ouid=100871037871306320350&rtpof=true&sd=true 

Governor Suzy Mulligan arranged a free raffle at the luncheon with fun 
prizes and one lucky winner got to take home all the leftovers from the 
meal courtesy of Maggiano’s.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shelley C. Rodgers                                                                                              
Deputy Governor 

DEPUTY GOVERNOR’S REPORT 

L to R:DC Governor Suzy Mulligan,  

Deputy Governor Shelley Rodgers,                                                                              

Alexandra L. Montgomery, PhD. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/194ydNyXSNLXQiBEHkyKbfXwUWGm7SV3V/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100871037871306320350&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/194ydNyXSNLXQiBEHkyKbfXwUWGm7SV3V/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100871037871306320350&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/194ydNyXSNLXQiBEHkyKbfXwUWGm7SV3V/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100871037871306320350&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Additionally, the U.S. Postal Service has released    
several commemorative stamps over the years,        
celebrating the voyage of the Mayflower and the    
signing of the Compact, further embedding these 
events into the fabric of American history.                                    
 The Mayflower Compact's emphasis on governance 
through the consent of the governed laid an early    
foundation for the development of American political 
thought. The idea that legitimate government derives 
its authority from the will of the people resonated 
through later documents, including the Declaration of 
Independence and the U.S. Constitution. The Compact's focus on unity,     
cooperation, and the rule of law continues to echo in America's national ethos.                                              
 As America approaches its 250th anniversary in 2026, celebrating the 
Mayflower Compact's legacy offers a chance to honor the origins of American 
democracy. The America250 initiative aims to engage all Americans in     
commemorating the nation’s history and inspiring dialogue about its future. 
By reflecting on early moments like the signing of the Mayflower Compact, 
we can gain a deeper appreciation for the enduring values of liberty, equality, 
and self-determination that underpin the American experience.                                                                   
 The 405th anniversary of the Mayflower Compact is more than just a    
historical milestone—it is an invitation to reconnect with the spirit of coopera-
tion and shared purpose that helped shape a nation. Through educational     

programs, public events, and community discussions, the 
anniversary can serve as a bridge between the past and 
the future, aligning seamlessly with the goals of the 
America250 celebrations. By honoring the Compact and 
its influence, we also reaffirm our commitment to the 
principles that continue to guide and inspire the United 
States today.                                                                                            
 An exciting aspect of the America250 celebrations is 
Sail250, a spectacular event that will bring tall ships 

from around the world to U.S. ports. This event will celebrate America's   
maritime heritage, drawing a poignant connection to the Mayflower's historic 
voyage. Tall ships will sail from New Orleans to Norfolk, VA, then Baltimore, 
New York ending in Boston. Rumor has it that our beloved Mayflower may be 
part of the fleet in New York!  The sight of majestic tall ships along the     
nation's coastlines will serve as a living reminder of the spirit of exploration 
and adventure that helped shape American history. It will also provide a      
tangible link to the past, allowing Americans to connect with the seafaring 
legacy that is part of the country's story from the Mayflower to today. 

  

405th Anniversary of the Mayflower Landing & Compact (con’t) 

https://nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/ 

http://www.sail250.org
https://nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/
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Updates From Governor General Lisa Pennington 

Update from Governor General Lisa Pennington – January 22, 2025 via 

Zoom call. 

• GSMD won an award from the Plymouth Chamber of Commerce for their 
Christmas Decorations.   

 

• GSMD has a You Tube channel that members are encouraged to sub-
scribe to where you can find many educational videos.                              
https://www.youtube.com/@mayflowersociety 

 

• Governor General mentioned that things are going well with  the End of 
Year development/donations in regard to the Meeting House renovations. 
They are still seeking a $5000 donation from each society.  There will be 
15 stained glasses in the Meeting House that will be available for naming 
opportunities. 

 

• The GSMD computer system is now in the Cloud and is now fireproof. 

 

• GSMD has hired a grant company, Hands on Heritage to help them write 
grants. They are commissioned to write four grants in one year.  If this 
endeavor is successful they will continue their relationship with Hands on 
Heritage. 

 

• The next GBOA meeting will be in San Antonio, Texas.  The Keynote 
Speaker will be Blaine Bettinger, DNA Expert and author of the Family 
Tree  Guide to DNA Testing & Genetic Genealogy                                     
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=unGRx3d-Lw0).  He will be talking 
about  how DNA results helped some adoptees in their application process 
as well as working through the 1700 &1800 Brick Walls we run into.    
The Treasurers and Historian meetings will be on Thursday, Friday will 
be open for scheduled tours of 5 UNESCO frontier missions and the   
Nimitz WWII Pacific Museum.  The business meeting will take place on 
Saturday.  Family and friends are invited to attend.  Dates for the meeting 
are September 4-7, 2025. 

• GSMD is offering a NEW Member Benefit.  Members can now Estate 
Plan and create a Will at FREE WILL at no charge.  Members can      
generate a DNR and POA as well.  In addition, members can include a 
bequest to GSMD.  If a member makes a bequest they will be enrolled in 

the Candlelight Society and receive a commemorative pin. 
 

• Members also receive many discounts at local Plymouth hotels and      
restaurants.   Visit the Members Only section of the GSMD website:  

 

 

https://themayflowersociety.org/ 

https://www.youtube.com/@mayflowersociety
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=unGRx3d-Lw0
https://themayflowersociety.org/
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• GSMD Bonnie Wade Murcia, Director of the Silver Books project will be 
speaking at the annual ROOTSTECH Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah.   

• Heritage Week is coming up in April.  GSMD will again host a breakfast 
at the Army Navy Club in Washington, DC on April 9th 2025 from 
8:30am-10:30am.  The guest speaker will be GSMD Surgeon General 
David L. Nash. M.D.  The title of his presentation will be: The Seasoning: 
Death and Survival of the Pilgrims. Tickets are $50 per person and      
seating is limited.   

 

• Society BOA’s have been asked to provide a Gift Basket for auction at 
the meeting in Texas.  The basket should be themed to your state.  It will 
be sent to GSMD for delivery.  If any DC Mayflower Society members 
have suggestions for basket items please send them to                                     
governor@dcmayflower.org.  

 

• GSMD will be creating an America 250 Pilgrim to Patriots Scarf and Tie.  
More details to follow!    

 

Updates From Governor General Lisa Pennington (con’t) 

                                                                                                                             

To learn more about upcoming America250 activities CLICK HERE. 

mailto:governor@dcmayflower.org?subject=Gift%20Basket%20Ideas
https://america250.org/
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March 23, 1775 - Patrick Henry's “Give me Liberty or Give me Death” 
speech.                                                                                                                                                    
                       
April 18, 1775 – Paul Revere’s Ride: Paul Revere and others rode to warn 
colonial militias of approaching British troops before the battles of Lexington 
and Concord.                                                                                                         
                        
April 19, 1775 – Battles of Lexington and Concord: The first military en-
gagements of the American Revolutionary War took place in Massachusetts, 
marking the “shot heard 'round the world.”                                                            
                                                                                                                       
May 10, 1775 – Second Continental Congress Convened: Delegates from 
the Thirteen Colonies met in Philadelphia, eventually leading to the appoint-
ment of George Washington as Commander-in-Chief.                                                                                
                                                                                               
May 10, 1775 – Capture of Fort Ticonderoga: American forces led by 
Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold captured the fort from the British, securing 
artillery for the Continental Army.                                                                               
                                                                                                                   
May 20, 1775 – Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence: Allegedly, 
residents of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, declared independence 
from Britain, although the authenticity is debated.                                                                  
                                                                                                      
June 17, 1775 – The Battle of Bunker Hill: British forces won a costly victo-
ry over American troops in Charlestown, Massachusetts. The battle demon-
strated the resolve of the colonial forces and boosted their morale.                                      
                                                                                                                     
July 3, 1775 – George Washington Takes Command: Washington formally 
took command of the Continental Army in Cambridge, Massachusetts.                                        
                                                                                                                                   
July 5, 1775 – Olive Branch Petition Sent: The Continental Congress sent 
the Olive Branch Petition to King George III, attempting a final effort for rec-
onciliation. The King refused to read it, deepening the conflict.                                       
                                                                                                                                  
August 23, 1775 – King George III Declares the Colonies in Rebellion: 
The King issued a proclamation stating that the American colonies were in 
open rebellion, setting the stage for full-scale war. 

October 13, 1775—The Continental Navy was formed.                                           
November 10, 1775– The Continental Marines was formed. 

November 13, 1775 – American Invasion of Canada: American forces, led 
by General Richard Montgomery, captured Montreal as part of an ill-fated 
attempt to bring Canada into the conflict on the American side.                                   
                         
December 31, 1775 – Battle of Quebec: American forces suffered a defeat in 
a snowstorm, ending the invasion of Canada. General Montgomery was killed, 
and Benedict Arnold was wounded. 

Upcoming 250th Anniversary Dates 
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Wednesday, March 19, 2025 7pm-8pm  

Welcome to the Graveyard:  

Chronicle cemetery art, history and symbolism by Brenda Sullivan  

Thursday, April 3,  2025  7pm-8pm 

The Bible: A Global History with Bruce Gordon 

Tuesday, June 17, 2025 7pm-8pm  

The Blazing World:  Revolutionary England 1603-1689                                    

with Jonathan Healey 

Tuesday, June 24, 2025                                                                                    

The Photo Angel with Kate Kelly                                                                  

https://thephotoangel.net/ 

 

WELCOME ABOARD TO OUR NEWEST COUSINS! 

Diane Hauslein ~ John Alden  

Jamie Chandler ~ William Brewster  

Lauren Buckley ~ William Brewster 

TRANSFERS IN 

Susan Stout-Pierce ~John Alden  

       Beth O’Such ~ John Howland 

Nichole DiDio ~ Priscilla Mullins 

Cynthia Dennis~ John Alden 

 

 

 GSMD 2024 Virtual Programs 

Click Here for Webinar Links & Password 

https://themayflowersociety.org/history/lecture-series/
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.  

Maryland Mayflower Society Spring Dinner Invitation 

Click Here to RSVP 

https://marylandmayflower.org/events/spring-dinner/
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If you would like to order a name tag, please print the order form 
below, complete it and mail it with payment to the address listed or 

use this link to order online.  
https://forms.gle/7gm3Y2qrkf1yrHCv8  

 

https://forms.gle/7gm3Y2qrkf1yrHCv8
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In Memoriam 

2024 
Barbara Shreve Field Rose                            

1923-2024 

Paul A. Gade                                    

1939-2024 

Roy A. Parker                                         

1941-2024 

Joanne L. Bradbury                                   

1943-2024 

Joan Nelson                                            

1934-2024                                                                                               

                                                       

Gordon R. Lattu                                     

1930-2024    

                                                          

Marguerite E. Blackwelder                            

1926-2024 

The Mayflower Society offers commemorative Grave  

Markers for Mayflower Descendants and Members.  

To learn more, visit www.themayflowersociety.org 

https://themayflowersociety.org/?s=grave+marker
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Officers  

Governor 

Suzy T Mulligan  

Deputy Governor  

Shelley Rodgers  

Corresponding and 

Membership 

Secretary 

Aryssa Damron  

Treasurer 

Kent C. Boese 

Historian  

Kelly Keegan  

Counselor  

John Kropf 

Captain 

Richard LaVoie  

Elder 

Lisa-Helene Lawson 

Surgeon  

Phyllis Wilson 

Jr. Membership Chair 

Julie Stufft 

Assistants 

Chris Westcott 

Shirley Wilcox, C.G. 

Glenn S.K. Williams 

Past Governors 

Bruce Babcock           

Ann Campbell  

Barbara Carpenter 

Janet Downing 

Timothy Finton 

Glennon Harrison  

Beth Gable Hicks 

Annie John 

Donald Lamson 

David Stringfellow 

Nicholas Ward 


